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The OSS and its “wide ideological spectrum”

SMITH, R. Harris.- OSS: the Sccret
History of America’s First Central
Intelligence  Agency. 512p.  illus.
bibliog. index. Univ. of California Pr.
1972. $11.95, ISBN 0-520-02023-5. 1.C
73-153553. st

The Office of Strategic Services (OSS)

was America’s chicl agency for intelli-

gence collection and special operations
during World War 11, Of the books that
have been written about the OSS, nonc
has treated the subject in such broad and
detailed a manner as does Smith's. He
has reviewed the cxisting literature and
added information gathered from over

200 interviews and written responscs

from former OSS and State Department

members. 1is discussion of the coopera-
tion of OSS men with various under-
ground resistance groups is free from the
melodrama so oflen present in other ac-
counts, and he presents a very useful po-
litical and military perspective,

Smith also describes the wide idco-
logical spectrum which existed in OSS
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and looks upon it as a healthy thing. He
makes clear his belief that the liberal end
of that spectrum was of greater impor-
tance to the success of many:OSS opera-
tions than was the conservative end, In

his closing chapler he compares the OSS

and the CIA; again, the presence of a
liberal element is held to be of key im-
portance. Ie documents, however, the
failure of much of the liberal community
to recognize the potential of an inteili-
gence organization sympathetic to the
non-Communist Left internationally.
His conclusion reveals littie hope that the
fiberals will achicve such an cnlightened
attitude, for it is to the organization that
he addresses himself, He states, “unless
the Agency leadership makes a deter-
mined effort (o rencw the OSS passion
for democratic dissent . .. the reality of.
CIA may soon coincide with its sinister
image in the intellectual community.” A
benchmark in the literature on American
intelligence for years to come.—George
H. Siehl, Library of Congress

||||Ill|lHlIllIHIHIllllliIIIIIHIIIHiIIIlhIlH?HIHIIHIIIIIHIiIi|iIIIIH!llllHllii!lllllllllliillillllIlIHlIHHiIIiIiiilHlilllHiIHlHIlIHHIIl|i|HIHHIIIH!IIIII!HIIIHIIIIIHIIIHHIHHlIIH!iIIHI

Approyed For Release 2004/11/01 : CIA-RDP88-01350R000200220024-4

miev\c:i

%. (W ( @—(a./_gft\'(
/



